
 
 
 

PALAWAN & TARLAC MISSION—PHILLIPINES 
The work continues in these churches, they are preaching and also have 

Central Luzon School of Preaching where there 8 students, also 6 students 
at Quirino.   

Jerry and Shirley Mathieu are now in a unit in Perth, Jerry has had a 
pacemaker inserted and has been physically unable to be as involved with 

this work as he would like to.  Pray for them and for the continued work in 
the Phillipines 

 
 
 

Alcoholism had left him without a home, a job, his family and friends.  AS 
Vladimir wandered aimlessly throughout Russia’s frosty and desolate 

streets, he felt he had reached the point of no return. 
In his despair, he began looking for a tree from which he could hang 

himself.  Out of the corner of his eye, Vladimir spotted a plaque on a house 
that read, “The Church of IMMANUEL”.  It captured his attention. 

“I had never heard of Immanuel before,”  says Vladimir.  “I found myself 
returning again and again to this house.  With great fear I knocked on the 

door and I went in.” 
Inside Vladimir learnt that Jesus was Immanuel—his heart began to fill 
with hope.  “I entered the house as the most unhappy person on this earth 

but I left full of hope,” says Vladimir. 
He started to attend Bible studies and received a Bible.  “For the first time 
in my 50 years, I had a Bible,”  he says.  “As I read the Bible I learned what 
the Lord Jesus Christ did for sinners like me.  I repented and accepted the 
Lord .  Today I am preparing for baptism and I continue to read my Bible.  

God’s Word is now always with me.” 
Alcoholism is a major problem in Russia.  It is estimated that every third 
Russian man, and every seventh Russian woman, is an alcoholic.  God’s 

Word is desperately needed in Russia so that Christians can be equipped to 
share the Good News with the lost. 

 
 

 
If you find it hard to believe in God, I strongly advise you to begin your 
search not with philosophical questions about the existence and being of 

God, but with Jesus of Nazareth…. If you read again the story of Jesus, and 
read it as an humble seeker, Jesus Christ is able to reveal himself to you, 

and thus make God …...real to you. 
    John Stott. 

 

Good food 
While on holidays I overheard 

Luke and Christine talking as 

they sorted out some grapes.  

They were throwing out the 

bad ones and keeping the 

good ones.  Luke said it re-

minded him of the stories in the Bible where God sorts out the good from 

the bad.  (wheat and tares, sheep and goats, the good and bad fish etc) 

I happened to be reading Leviticus at the time and thinking about the food 

laws in the Old Testament.  Some foods were forbidden to the Old Testa-

ment believers such as many ground-dwelling animals, many bottom -

feeding fish and most carrion eating birds    The Bible does not actually say 

what was wrong with eating these things but presumably it was to do with 

their close association with the ground or with the fact that they scavenged 

on other animals.   God just says that they were “unclean”. 

Today we continue to watch our diet.    Some foods have empty calories (ie 

they fill you up but are not very nutritious) while others are just plain bad 

for you (having lots of cholesterol or saturated fats).  But Jesus said a sur-

prising thing with regard to food laws of the Old Testament.  He said that 

the lesson to be learned  had nothing to do with nutrition or the physical 

body.  It was more to do with what goes in and out of our soul.  Don't you 

see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make 

him `unclean'?  For it doesn't go into his heart but into his 

stomach, and then out of his body 
This year we as a family are trying to be more aware of what we eat.   But 

what about our spiritual diet?  Can I challenge you to look at what you are 

ingesting in the spiritual area of your life?  Can I encourage you to have a 

larger helping of spiritual books and Bible reading (and maybe a little less 

TV and women’s weekly?)   This year in my private reading, I am hoping to 

follow the “Bible in a year” program included as an insert in this bulletin.  

Maybe you might like to follow it too. 

As in the physical, so also in the spiritual - “We are what we eat” 



     

                   
 
 
 
We welcome YOU ALL here and look forward to a  
year of worship and service of our Lord during 2008.   

If you are visiting please make yourself known to us, and join with us for a 

cuppa after the service. 

*********************** 

BIBLE  STUDIES 

Wednesday evening study is due to start toward the end of February, 

looking at doing an “Overview of the Bible.”  Keep this night free for this 

and receive a blessing. 

Thursday am KYB studies will resume in the near future.  For 

information re this speak to Denise.  All are welcome and are assured of 

receiving spiritual benefit at these meeting groups. 

PRAYER TIME will continue at Hector and Margaret Nunn’s home on 

Wednesday 2pm.  Come along and pray for our families, church, 

community and world situation. 

 

Planning is underway for the Blessing of the Plough service which is to be 

organized by our congregation this year.  Date and further information 

will be given later. 

Consideration is being given to holding an Easter service at the 

Amphitheatre ( eg and afternoon or evening).  Children from the school 

may also be involved.  For the further planning of this it is necessary to 

know how many of the church members will be around at Easter. 

Neil and the Elders have spent some time this week on our Constitution 

which is needed for legal reasons.  This will be brought to church members 

when it has been finalized for their input and correction if necessary.  

Pray for guidance in constructing this document. 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  
 Grace Lewis 
 Dennis Boyanich 
God bless these folk and any others  who are celebrating their birthday, may 
this year be filled with joy and blessings. 

 
 
 
 

 

¶ Praise God for His undying love for us, and for sending His Son Jesus to 

die on the Cross to save us. 

¶ Praise God for rest and refreshing for those who have been on holiday 
and for His protection over this time.  As we settle back to routine may 
we know God’s guidance. 

¶ Pray for the school children and teachers as they return to school that 
they may look forward to the year of study.  Pray for any children who 
are going away to other venues that they will settle in and enjoy their 
further learning. 

¶ Pray for Neil, Christine and Luke as they prepare for their year ahead in 
the work of the church, and their commitments to schools, that Christine 
may be given protection as she travels to Babakin.   

¶ Pray for Neil in his role as Chaplain at the school, that he may be given 
guidance in dealing with children he contacts. 

¶ Pray for any who are not well:- 

  Johnno Jetta is deteriorating, pray that he may feel God with him. 
  For those in hospital and Acacia  

¶ Pray for Matt and Nat Barrett Lennard and family  in PNG.  They have 
moved to their new home which is comfortable.   Pray for protection for 
Matt as he flies, and for Nat and the children to be kept well. 

¶ Pray for the situation in Kenya, Iraq, Israel and other war torn coun-
tries, that peace may be brought to pass, and for God’s guidance for the 
leaders  of these places.  Remember Christians who face persecution and 
danger in these areas, that they will be strengthened in their faith. 


