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NEWS FROM THE BARRETT-LENNARDS

Matt, Nat and their family are moving from Mt Hagen to their permanent
home at Rumginae in the south west of Papua New Guinea on the Fly river.
Matt has done well with his training and is now Pilot in command of a
new plane GA 8 Airvan. They won't have a phone at their new home, email
communication only. The house does not have air conditioning but has
ceiling fans. Nat has a ‘house Mary to help with cleaning ete, which will
give her more time with distance education home schooling with Leah and

Annie. Isaac is doing well.
Prayer alert from them.

“Please pray for the victims of the recent eyclone and flooding in the Oro
region— thousands of people are without food as their veg gardens were
washed away, as well as their homes. MAF has joined the relief effort,
flying in kaukau (like sweet potato, it's a national staple food) and other

vegetables. $

SOUTH AFRICA
Pastor Willy Dengler of World Hope Prison Ministries in South Africa
remembers vividly the young man who came to him clutching a tattered and
torn copy of the Scriptures.
“Please, sir, I'd like a new Bible,” he said.

“What happened to this Bible?” Pastor Dengler asked.
“I smoked it form Genesis to John 3:16. Then John 3:16 smoked me! T gave

my life to Jesus, sir. Now please, I need a new Bible.”

God’s living Word is piercing countless hearts in South Africa’s gaols.
World Hope Prison Ministries works with nearly 10.000 prisoners in 147
institutions, and in every place, there is a desperate desire for Bibles.
“Armed with the Word of God, a prisoner is able to answer life’s questions
from the Seriptures’, says Pastor Dengler.

Please pray for those who minister to prisoners around the world, and for
Bible distribution to them, also that they will continue to be touched by
God's Word.
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Release from spiritual exile...
“now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel....” (Luke 2:40)
Over the last few weeks in Church we have been looking at some of the
prophecies in the book of Isaiah that relate to Jesus birth and life. At the
time that [saiah was writing, Israel was being threatened by various nations.
She responded by making alliances with other stronger nations but after
successfully holding out against Syria and then Assyria was eventually over
-run by Babylon in 597-581 BC. The citizens of Zion were deported to
Babylon The anguish of the moment is captured well in Psalm 137:-

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.

There on the poplars we hung our harps,

for there our captors asked us for songs,

our tormentors demanded songs of joy,

they said, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion!"

How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?
However Isaiah not only foretold the destruction of Jerusalem but also her
return to her native land. In chapter 40 he says “Comfort comfort my peo-
ple. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to her that her hard service
has been completed.” And 70 years later — many did return from captivity
to Zion. However, Isaiah also saw that Israel’s physical captivity was but
a symptom of a larger spiritual captivity to sin and death. And although
many in Jerusalem were pleased when they returned to their native land in
530 BC, devout and righteous people like Simeon who were present at Je-
sus dedication at the temple continued to mourn Israel’s condition and look
forward to a further “consolation of Israel”.

This is what we remember at Christmas. Not so much a return from physi-
cal exile but a child who deals with our spiritual exile from God and deals
with our underlying sinful human condition leading to death. Indeed as
Isaiah foretells “ a people walking and living in darkness have seen a great
light, on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned”
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Welcome to our service. May we come aside from the hustle and
bustle of Christmas and holiday preparations and pause to remember
and worship our Saviour Jesus whose birth we are celebrating.

Upcoming events

. Christmas eve service 6:30 pm at the Anglican Church. Refreshments to
follow (provided).
. No prayer meeting at Hector and Margarets on Boxing day. Prayer

meetings to recommence first week of January.
Church services in January will be as per normal

Chaplamcy (and other things...)

Please pray for me in my role as Chaplain in the school. Already many children
have come to me for spiritual guidance and also with many minor and not-so-
minor personal issues they are facing. It is flattering that they see me as a source
of help. But I see it also as a large responsibility to deal with children’s lives.
Pray that God will give me wisdom and discernment and that I may find favour
with both “God and people” . Pray also for the staff at the school and also for
scripture teachers and the small Bible study group that meets once per week at
lunchtime. Give thanks also for the fantastic year with Sunday school. The
children have really grown in their spiritual understanding. It was fantastic that
they were so keen to organize and present the nativity play at the Church and the
Carols service (see photo below)

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS H APPY

Samuel Butler

Tamara Jetta BHR.THDAY
Trene Jetta
Alison Butler JESUS

Matt Barrett- Lennard
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Gwen Butler

Joanna Lewis

To the many folk who have had, and will soon have birthdays, may God
richly bless each one of you in the years ahead.
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Praise God for His undying love for us, and for sending His Son Jesus to
die on the Cross to save us.
Pray for the farming communities of our nation, many have now had
flooding rain to damage the crop that they may not have harvested as yet.
Pray that they will be given wisdom and guidance for their future.
Praise God for money allocated for the school to have a chaplain. Pray
for wisdom and guidance for Neil as he performs this ministry. Remem-
ber the children and teachers as they are on holiday, to be kept safe and
refreshed.
Pray for those travelling during the Christmas and holiday period to be
kept safe on the roads and to have a peaceful and happy time.
Pray for Nat and Matt Barrett- Lennard and their children, that they
will be kept safe, Matt as he flies in unfamiliar terrain, and Nat and the
children to be protected from mosquito born diseases.
Pray for those who have not been well—

Barbara Edge has had some surgery— doing OK

Mildred Mullaney not well

Johnno Jetta also not well— needs a gopher
Lucy Murray is much improved, no major problems discovered. She and
Alex wish to say hello to all. They are moving to their new home in Port
Kennedy late in January
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